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Corporal Buffalo made the ultimate
sacrifice for our freedoms. I ask my
colleagues in the Senate to join me in
honoring his life and legacy. I ask that
we all keep his family, fellow soldiers
and friends in our thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time. He is a true
American hero.

RECOGNIZING POLAND SPRINGS

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, in
these challenging economic times, it is
a pleasure to recognize a business that
is growing and creating new jobs as it
demonstrates environmental steward-
ship and community citizenship. The
Poland Spring Water Company of
Maine is such a business.

The pure, natural spring water found
in Maine’s Western Mountains has been
prized by residents and travelers since
the earliest days of our Nation. In 1845,
Hiram Ricker began bottling this
water and a company was born. By
1904, the water had gained inter-
national praise earning medals of ex-
cellence at the Columbian Exposition
and the World’s Fair. The Ricker Inn,
which opened a decade later, hosted
such illustrious guests as Presidents
Cleveland and Taft.

Today, Poland Spring is one of the
best-selling bottled spring water
brands in North America. Its bottling
plants in three Maine communities
provide some 800 good-paying, skilled
jobs. Its annual payroll of $40 million
and $65 million in purchases of goods
and services from other Maine compa-
nies make it a mainstay of our State’s
rural economy. Its generous support
for schools, fire and rescue, conserva-
tion, and many other causes strength-
en our communities.

Three years ago, Poland Spring
opened its newest plant in the small
town of Kingfield with 40 workers. This
year, employment stands at 70 and the
Kingfield operation was recently
named ‘“The Best Plant in North Amer-
ica” by Poland Springs’ parent com-
pany, Nestle Waters. That is an out-
standing record of growth and accom-
plishment in such a short time, but it
doesn’t surprise me to see a Maine fa-
cility achieve this distinction.

Poland Spring does not just bottle
water—it is a diligent guardian of
Maine’s precious groundwater re-
sources. The company’s extensive mon-
itoring efforts to protect water quality
and the local watershed set a standard
for the industry worldwide. From its
ultra-light plastic bottle and energy-ef-
ficient building design to its operation
of the largest biodiesel trucking fleet
in Maine, Poland Spring’s commitment
to the environment is seen at every
step of the process.

I congratulate the Poland Spring
Water Company for more than 160
years of contributions to the State of
Maine and the Kingfield facility for its
recognition as the best in North Amer-
ica.
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TRIBUTE TO KATIE HURLEY

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, today I
recognize a great Alaskan as she cele-
brates her 90th birthday at the end of
this month. Katie Hurley was born and
raised in Juneau, AK, and embodies so
much of what makes Alaska great. She
is a living history of the State of Alas-
ka.

Katie was there at the very begin-
ning of the push for Alaska Statehood,
serving Governor Ernest Gruening in
Alaska’s territorial days. Katie served
as chief clerk to the Alaska Constitu-
tional Convention in Fairbanks during
the very cold winter of 1955-1956. With
a manual typewriter and mimeograph
machine, she had minutes and amend-
ments ready every morning for the del-
egates. It is Katie’s voice you can hear
in the audio recordings of the final roll
call vote of the Constitutional Conven-
tion.

Katie’s public service to Alaska tran-
scends every level of government. Gov-
ernor Bill Egan appointed Katie to the
State Board of Education where she
served for 7 years. She served to the
term limit under Governor Egan but
was reappointed by Governor Jay Ham-
mond. She has been elected to the
Alaska State Legislature and the
Matanuska Telephone and Matanuska
Electric association boards. She em-
bodies completely what it means to be
a public servant and community mem-
ber.

It is appropriate Katie’s birthday
falls during Women’s History Month.
Katie is a role model for so many Alas-
kan women. She was the first woman
in Alaska to win her party’s nomina-
tion for statewide office. Katie was the
first executive director of the Alaska
Commission on the Status of Women
and was appointed by Governor Steve
Cowper to the Human Rights Commis-
sion in 1987, serving twice as chair.

She is still active in the Alaska chap-
ter of the National Organization of
Women. In the past, she would grab her
knitting—baby blankets for her grand-
children—to attend legislative hear-
ings on women’s reproductive health
rights. She has been a tenacious advo-
cate for title IX funding and education
equity. Katie is a breast cancer sur-
vivor of 21 years and still participates
in the annual Alaska Run for Women
to raise money for breast cancer re-
search. Last year—at age 89—she fin-
ished the 5-mile course with her team.

Anyone who Lknows Katie under-
stands she is never one to slow down.
Her enthusiasm is infectious, and she
still spends time imparting Alaska’s
history to young Alaskans and remind-
ing all Alaskans of the common goals
we shared at statehood and the spirit
in which our State constitution was
drafted.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Katie and her decades of serv-
ice to Alaska on her 90th birthday.e
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following joint resolution was
read the second time, and placed on the
calendar:

H.J. Res. 48. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal
year 2011, and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. HARKIN for the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Jonathan Andrew Hatfield, of Virginia, to
be Inspector General, Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service.

*Kelvin K. Droegemeier, of Oklahoma, to
be a Member of the National Science Board,
National Science Foundation for a term ex-
piring May 10, 2016.

By Mr. LIEBERMAN for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

Heather A. Higginbottom, of the District
of Columbia, to be Deputy Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget.

*Carolyn N. Lerner, of Maryland, to be
Special Counsel, Office of Special Counsel,
for the term of five years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. LEAHY, and Mrs.
SHAHEEN):

S. 592. A bill to amend title 46, United
States Code, to remove the cap on punitive
damages established by the Supreme Court
in Exxon Shipping Company v. Baker; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
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